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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 > (Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A method of selecting a link set of a 
telecommunications network for routing a message having a destination point code and 
a signaling link selection code, comprising the steps of; 

maintaining a link selector value in a memory, wherein the link selector value is 
assigned an initial value and a maximum value: 

initializing the link selector value to the initial value: 

incrementing the link selector value to Provide an incremented link selector value: 

and 

otherwise, if incrementing the link selector Provides an incremented link selector 
value which is greater than the maximum value, resetting the link selector value to the 
initial value: 

determining that the message does not reouire in-sequence delivery: and 
selecting the li nk set according to the combination of the destination point code. 

the signalin g link selection code, and the link selector value: 

Th e method of cla i m 1, where i n t h o li nk po l octor v al u e maybe assignod an i nitia l 

valuo and a maximum voluo t and whoroin tho stop of maintain i ng a l i nk co l oct o r value i n 

t h e m e mory further i nc l udes tho ctopc oft 

a) init i a l izing tho l ink oo l octor valuo to the i nitia l valuo; 

b) i ncrementing tho l i nk ooloctor valuo to provide an i ncr e mented l ink ooloctor 

c) oth e rwise), i f incromonting tho link oolector va l uo prov i doo on incromontod l ink 
se l ector valuo which i o grootor than tho maximum va l uo, roootting tho l i nk ffolootor valuo 
te -th e i n i tial value ? 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein steps b and c are repeated. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of incrementing the 
link selector value occurs after the step of selecting the link set is accomplished. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 [[1]], wherein the step of 
determining that the message does not require in-sequence delivery further includes the 
step of: 

receiving a request for delivery of the message. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the request includes a bit 
indicating whether in-sequence message delivery is required, and wherein the step of 
receiving a request for delivery of the message includes the step of: 

testing the value of the bit to determine whether in-sequence delivery is required. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein the message includes a 
Service Information Octet having a sub-service field including a bit indicating whether in- 
sequence message delivery is required, and wherein the step of receiving a request for 
delivery of the message includes the step of: 

testing the value of the bit to determine whether in-sequence delivery is required. 

8. (Currently Amended) . The method of claim Z wherein the 
telecommunications network includes a first node and a second node, further including 
the steps of: 

including a request for out-of-sequence delivery within the message; and 
routing the message over the link set from the first node to the second node. 

9. (Original) A memory node including a load sharing memory having a 
list of load sharing link sets included within a telecommunications network having a 
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receiving node, wherein a message is routed to the receiving node over a selected one 
of the load sharing link sets, comprising: 

a link selector memory for maintaining a link selector value which is associated 
with an initial value and a maximum value, wherein the link selector value is initialized to 
the initial value, wherein the link selector value is incremented before the message is 
sent to the receiving node over the selected one of the load sharing link sets, and 
wherein the link selector value is reset to the initial value whenever incrementing the link 
selector value provides an incremented link selector value which is greater than the 
maximum value. 

10. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications network including a 
plurality of load sharing link sets for routing a message, comprising: 

a sending node; 

a memory node in electronic communication with the sending node, including a 
load sharing memory having a list of the load sharing link sets, a signaling link memory 
for storing a signaling link selection code, and a link selector memory for maintaining a 
link selector value associated with a maximum value; and 

a receiving node in electronic communication with the sending node, wherein the 
message is routed to the receiving node over a selected one of the load sharing link 
sets causing the link selector value to be incremented, and wherein the link selector 
value is reset to the an initial value whenever incrementing the link selector value 
provides an incremented link selector value which is greater than the maximum value. 

11. (Original) The telecommunications network of claim 10, wherein the 
receiving node is adapted to receive a request for out-of-sequence delivery. 

12. (Original) The telecommunications network of claim 10 wherein the 
sending node is adapted to send a request for delivery of the message. 
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13. (Original) The telecommunications network of claim 12, wherein the 
request includes a bit having a first value and a second value, wherein the first value 
indicates that outof-sequence delivery is requested, and wherein the second value 
indicates that in-sequence delivery is requested. 

14. (Original) The telecommunications network of claim 10 f wherein the 
message includes a Service Information Octet having a sub-service field including a bit 
having a first value and a second value, wherein the first value indicates that out-of- 
sequence delivery is requested, and wherein the second value indicates that in- 
sequence delivery is requested. 
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